[Management of suspected meningitis in the emergency department].
Febrile meningeal syndrome is a medical emergency. Lumbar puncture keeps its gold-standard status as clinical findings are neither sensitive nor specific enough. Antibiotics and steroids are ideally administered within the first 30 minutes after admission when bacterial meningitis is suspected. A cerebral CT-scan before lumbar puncture is mandatory for selected patients only. PCR for viruses in the cerebrospinal fluid can inform diagnosis and treatment. Meningitis caused by enterovirus can usually be managed at home.